EXCITEMENT
country preserve an embarrassed silence. Then Sazonov says in a determined voice: "At the present juncture England's neutrality would be tantamount to her suicide"
"'Don't you see," cries Paleologue, backing him up, "that England can flay the decisive -part here? Only four days ago the Tsar said to me: ' Unless Germany has lost her reason altogether she will never dare to attack Russia^ France^ and England combined.' "
This is all very painful to Sir George Buchanan. He says: "I'm afraid public opinion with us is still far from realising what our national interests so imperiously require. We are not directly interested in Serbia^ and the man in the street would never approve a war on her account."
Thus the three Powers had taken up their positions on the first day.
The Ministerial Council lasted five hours. It adjourned till the Council of State on the next day, but before doing so decided that Vienna must give Belgrade a respite, in order to allow the Powers to study the material brought forward against Serbia; and the Minister of War was instructed, "in case of necessity" to order mobilisation against Austria. A public manifesto declared that Russia could not remain indifferent. In the morning the Austrian Ambassador called on the Foreign Minister; in the evening the German. They were very different, and disliked one another strongly.
Count Szapary is a typical, pleasant-mannered Hungarian cavalier; Count Pourtales, a stiff Prussian official, with square-cut head, grizzled beard, thick underlip, a departmental official, short of sight and understanding.
The Hungarian reads the Note to Serbia officially, but Sazonov repeatedly interrupts him; he wishes to appear more agitated that he really is, in order that Szapary may report "excitement in Russia" to Vienna. "Tou want formal declarations from Pasitch? II dira cela dix fois, si vous voulez. But Serbia will no longer be master in her own
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